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Media Release from Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum 

20 May 2010
Looking in Wonderland: Sir John Tenniel’s Illustrations to the Alice Books 

3 July – 15 August 2010 
Legend has it that the inspiration for the character Alice in the stories of Alice and Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass had connections with Cheltenham.  

She was called Alice Liddell and from time to time visited her grandparents who lived in Charlton Kings.   Her father Henry Liddell, became Dean of Christ Church College, Oxford in 1855 and the family moved to Oxford.  It was here that the family met Lewis Carroll 

(his real name was Charles Lutwidge Dodgson) by chance in the Deanery garden, when Dodgson, a talented photographer, was taking pictures of the Cathedral and gardens.

To pass the time whilst taking Alice and her sisters on a rowing boat trip on the Thames, Dodgson told the girls a story which was to become Alice's Adventures in Wonderland.

The story quickly caught the imagination of children and adults alike, encouraging Dodgson to write his second book, Through the Looking Glass.

Exhibitions & Education Manager, Sophia Wilson says :

‘ Visitors to Looking in Wonderland can enjoy seeing a selection of the best original woodblock illustrations for these two stories – there are images of Alice when she became very very large, the mad hatter and rabbit. ‘

The illustrations are by the artist John Tenniel, who lived in London and worked as a political cartoonist for Punch. His humour, talent in capturing a story visually and techncial abilities are all displayed to their best in this work – to see them confirms why these illustrations are considered the best.

A programme of family activities accompanies the exhibition :
A Graphicus touring exhibition

A day of family activities accompanies the exhibition :

Wonderland Day

Tuesday 3 August    10.30 – 12.30 and 1.30 – 3.30

A day of activities inspired by the adventures of Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass. Follow the Card trail, make a Queen of Hearts crown or a Cheshire cat mask and listen to Alice stories. Spend time in the museum café for a Mad Hatter’s tea. Come dressed as your favourite Alice character and receive a free fairy cake.  Free family drop-in event.

For further details please contact Sophia Wilson, Exhibitions & Education Manager, or Anna Stanway, Marketing & Information Officer, Tel: 01242-237431.

Opening times:


Daily 10.00-5.00 (April – October) 10.00-4.00 (November – March) ▪ First Thursday of each month open from 11.00am ▪ Third Thursday of each month open until 8.00pm ▪  Closed Bank Holidays ▪ Free admission

[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.jpg]ANNA STANWAY  MARKETING & INFORMATION OFFICER   CHELTENHAM ART GALLERY & MUSEUM

CLARENCE STREET  CHELTENHAM  GLOS GL50 3JT  TELEPHONE 01242 237431  FAX 01242 262334

WEBSITE: www.cheltenham.artgallery.museum      EMAIL: ArtGallery@cheltenham.gov.uk


